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at the Sport Center 

246 Post Avenue 

  Village Board Adopts Budget with 3.0% Tax Levy Increase 

Ninth Consecutive Budget Under State Tax Cap  
 

    On behalf of the Board of Trustees, I am pleased to present the Fiscal Year 2020/21 Budget of the Village of Westbury.  

    This year‟s budget was the most difficult to compile in at least the past decade, due to 

circumstances beyond the Village Board‟s control, as outlined below, particularly the 

unprecedented economic, fiscal and societal uncertainties related to the ongoing 

Coronavirus public health crisis.  

    Despite the current significant challenges we face, this budget contains a 3.0% Village 

tax levy increase, just below the State-mandated tax cap1 . We have been able to adopt a 

budget below the tax cap due to our many years of fiscal prudence and conservative 

budgeting practices, all of which have positioned the Village in its strongest fiscal 

condition in its history.  

    The 2020/21 budget contains a residential tax rate of .00224 and a commercial tax rate 

of .00480. Accordingly, the typical Village homeowner, owning a home with an assessed 

value of $484,689, will in 2020/21 pay, on average, only $1,086 for all Village 

government services.2  With this budget, the Village continues to maintain the lowest per 

capita village property tax levy for comparable villages. The 2020/21 budget is the result of our annual comprehensive 

review and critical scrutiny of each and every expenditure line in every Village department, as well as other factors. Our 

fiscal discipline and rigorous review process were especially important in this distressed environment.  

    Among the most significant factors affecting the 2020/21 budget are:  

 Uncertainty as to the impacts on various Village revenue lines, with presumed reductions of receipts in such items as 

municipal fees, parking fees, building department fees, mortgage and sales tax receipts, etc. In addition, potential cost 

increases due to current conditions are estimated, and we assume that no federal or state assistance will be provided to 

mitigate these impacts.  

 Increase year over year in sanitation disposal costs, including a 94.1% increase ($80,000) in recycling and yard waste 

disposal costs, due to market conditions.  

 Scheduled salary increases under the Village‟s collective bargaining agreement with its unionized employees, and 

corresponding increases for non-union employees, for an overall increase year over year of $53,942 (2.17%).  

    Despite the serious challenges we face, I and the Village Board have taken every step possible to continue to provide all 

of the essential services that our residents enjoy and expect. The budget includes continued discretionary and necessary 

public works projects such as road resurfacing and repair, sidewalk repairs, beautification, tree trimming, etc. The budget 

ensures that Village government and services continue to operate efficiently. We want our resident to be mindful, however, 

that the unprecedented public health and fiscal crisis that we are experiencing may cause additional fiscal impacts as the 

year progresses. For example, the State budget this year provides a quarterly status review that may result in mid-year 

adjustments to the State budget that could have a material adverse impact on certain revenue expectations to the Village, or 

increase costs to the Village.  

    I believe that the 2020/21 budget is a fair, reasonable and prudent fiscal plan for the Village for the coming year, given 

the trying circumstances we are facing. I hope you agree.  

    The fiscal prudence and conservative budgeting we have exercised in the past has enabled us to build the fiscal reserves 

and strength needed to fight through this troubled time with mitigated fiscal stress. I and the Board of Trustees are 

committed to continuing to aggressively work to provide Village services in the most efficient and economical manner 

possible, and we are committed to making sure that the Village emerges from the current crises strong and intact.  
 

     Respectfully, 
 

     Peter I. Cavallaro  

Mayor, Village of Westbury 

   Email: mayor@villageofwestbury.org 

MAYOR’S 2020/2021 VILLAGE BUDGET MESSAGE 

1 For the 2020/21 fiscal year, the Village tax cap is 3.08% (which includes a permitted carry-over from last year).  
2 It is important for residents to note that, as a result of fluctuating property values, as reflected in our annual assessment roll update, taxes with respect to individual 

properties may fluctuate year over year more or less than the percent of levy increase.  
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With great sadness the Village of Westbury marks the passing of former Village of Westbury Mayor Ernest J. Strada on April 23rd 
 

Mayor Peter Cavallaro 
    Mayor Strada was a life-long resident of the Village, and served as our mayor for 28 years. 

That is a feat that I believe will never be equaled or surpassed. He was my beloved mentor, 
colleague and friend. His legacy to the community is nothing less than having been the best 
mayor that the Village has ever had, and in my opinion, will ever have. 

    Ernie grew up in a house on Post Avenue, in the shadow of St. Brigid Church. How fitting it is 
that Ernie would grow up near the heart of the Village that he loved. His life was completely 

about Westbury (and his family), and Westbury was in his blood. He was a graduate of St. 
Brigid‟s parochial school and Westbury High School. He attended what is now Farmingdale 
College. Ernie started out in his family owned plumbing and heating business in Westbury. 
Because of that, Ernie knew intimately many of the homes in the Village, having done work in 

them. It was always an amazing history lesson of Westbury to walk in a parade or procession with Ernie as he recalled 
generations of families who lived in the houses we passed by. Ernie eventually went to work for Nassau County and retired 
as Director of Construction Services, in the County Department of Public Works. 

    Ernie was appointed to the Village Zoning Board in 1971 and to the Village Board of Trustees in 1974. He was first 
elected as Mayor in 1981 and would serve 7 full terms until 2009. As Mayor, he was the strongest advocate that Westbury 

residents could possibly have had, for so many years and on so many occasions. He possessed a passion and vigor for the 
community that was unmatched. I had the privilege of serving with Ernie, as a member of the Board of Trustees for 10 
years before his retirement.  
    His accomplishments as Mayor are too numerous to list, but he is perhaps best remembered for his steadfast defense of 

the Village against the State of New York at the time of the Northern State Parkway widening. The result of that fight was 
then-Governor Mario Cuomo (our current governor‟s father), coming to Westbury to sign the settlement agreement in 
which the Village prevailed. Mayor Strada‟s efforts in that matter did nothing less than preserve the character of our 

community. He spent a lifetime of service to Westbury and we owe him a debt of gratitude beyond measure. In addition to 
his service to the Village, Ernie was recognized as a leader among his peers and was elected to serve both as the President of the 

Nassau County Village Officials Association, and of the New York State Conference of Mayors.  
    Ernie was warm, smart, funny, passionate and eloquent, and he was extremely proud of his Italian heritage. His family 
meant everything to him, and he often spoke of them in the context of relating how the decisions we made are personal and 
affect our residents and the community.  

    My heartfelt prayers go out, personally and on behalf of the Village family he loved, to Mrs. Strada and to their surviving children, 
Susan, Joseph, Michael and Jennifer, his grandchildren and to the entire Strada family. 
 
 

Village Justice Thomas Liotti: Ernie Strada coined the phrase „Village Family‟. He was always part of our family and 

made everyone in village government feel like they were part of his family. A visionary and patriot, Ernie worked hard to 

improve our Village and country. Ernie always put God, country and family first. 
 

1st Deputy Mayor and Trustee Steven Corte: It is with great sadness that we learned of the passing of former Village 

Mayor, Ernest Strada. While Mayor Strada held the distinction of being the longest serving Mayor in our Villages history, he 

was much more to our Village and its residents than just having such a long tenure in Village government. Ernie always 

displayed his love for his family and the community where he grew up by emulating that to us in everything he did. I will 

always remember Ernie as the person who built the very foundation that our Village is currently using as we move forward 

with the growth and development that will secure a healthy future for our Village. He has certainly touched the lives of many in our 

community over the years and, it is because of his many contributions that Westbury is what it is today – A Community of all Seasons.  
 

2nd Deputy Mayor and Trustee Beaumont Jefferson: Mayor Strada loved Westbury and I will always remember the 

vivid stories that he would share of his childhood and his life in politics in the village that he loved. He was a giant and will be 

sorely missed by everyone who knew him.  
 

Trustee William Wise:  I have known Ernie Strada and had the pleasure of working with him for the betterment of the 

community for several decades. He appointed me to the Board to fill a vacancy, and his leadership in good times, and in times of 

challenge, has made Westbury a better place. We will miss him. God bless him and his family.  
 

Trustee Vincent Abbatiello:  Rest in Peace Ernie Strada "Mr. Westbury", you will be missed by all. Memories of Ernie 

going above and beyond for the love of the Village and his community, including his personally visiting homes when issues 

arose, and his always being on the forefront of ever-changing times. Ernie we will miss you and we will continue to make your 

village shine in your memory.  
     

For complete comments go to our Village website: www.villageofwestbury.org 
 

 

Tribute to Former Mayor Ernest J Strada 
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Meet the Mayor -  Office Hours - Village Hall, 235 Lincoln Place 
Every 2nd Saturday, 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM  

and 1st and 3rd Thursdays, 5:00 - 7:00 PM 
No appointment necessary 

 

Email: mayor@villageofwestbury.org 

 

HOLIDAY SANITATION PICK-UP REMINDER 
NO PICKUP on Independence Day Holiday, Friday, July 3 

NO RECYCLE pickup Wednesday, July 1 

Normal Monday & Thursday pick-up will be picked up on Monday  & Wednesday  
Normal Tuesday & Friday pick-up will be picked up on Tuesday & Thursday 
       

NO PICKUP on Labor Day, Monday, September 7 

NO RECYCLE pickup Wednesday, September 9 

Normal Monday & Thursday pick-up will be picked up on Tuesday & Thursday 

Normal Tuesday & Friday pick-up will be picked up on Wednesday & Friday   

Bring old TVs, computers and electronics to the 

Department of Public Works, 500 Dover Street 

E-CYCLING PROGRAM 

Saturday, July 11, 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM  

RECYCLE: Newspapers, cardboard, glass and metal containers.    

Place them at the curb in your recycling container on Recycling Wednesdays 

   (Clip and save the calendar on the facing page for recycle pick-up days) 

With great sadness the Village of Westbury marks the passing of Moses Saxon. 
 

   Moses was a long time resident of our Village. He greatly cared about our 

Village and he served as the Chairman of the Westbury Taxi Commission for 

20 years. He also served as the president of the Birchwood Knolls Civic 

Association and as treasurer of the Westbury-Carle Place AARP. 

   We will miss him. 

Concerts, Feasts, Festivals, Summer Activities . .  

  As noted in the Covid-19 update (page 6) the Village is working to return to “normal”. Summer 

activities will return in modified form.  

   The best way to keep up-to-date is by signing-up for Blast email (send a request to 

clerksoffice@villageofwestbury.org or call Village Hall at 334-1700), “liking” our Facebook page and 

checking our website (www.villageofwestbury.org). 

IN PERSON HOURS WILL 

RESUME WHEN VILLAGE 

HALL REOPENS  

CALL  (334-1700) TO CHECK  
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While Village government, during this public health crisis, has been operating in a modified manner, due to the 

Governor‟s executive orders, we have been doing what we can to maintain essential operations and be poised to return 

to “normal” once we are able to do so. 

Here are some updates on some of the things that we‟ve been doing: 

Modified sanitation schedule - Reverting back to normal sanitation June 1st 

Modified recycling schedule - Reverting to regular recycling June 1st 

Suspended E-Cycling – Next E-Cycling day to be held July 11th 

Limited public meetings and use of teleconference meetings to hold required meetings (Budget, Board etc.) 

DRI and Other Projects – These projects, which are in various stages of progress have been allowed to continue as 

essential work. We believe that these projects have kept people working and will allow us to continue to complete them 

without further delay. During this downtime, we have: 

  - Started the renovation work at the Community Center, including the Senior Center – expected to be completed before 

the seniors return 

  - Started the renovation of the Westbury Arts building – expected to be completed in the Fall 

  - Continued to bid out and finalize plans for streetscape projects 

  - Worked with LIRR and 3TC to continue the work on the Third Track Project, including the continuation of the 

parking garage and School Street grade crossing elimination 

Applied, on behalf of 3 local food kitchens/pantries (St. Brigid; United Methodist Church; and Islamic Center of LI) for 

federal CDBG-Covid funding to allow them to expand and meet the increased demand for food needs in the community 

Developed a Reopening Plan to return Village operations to normal 

Worked with the Business Improvement District (BID) to promote the businesses that have stayed open due to the shut-down 

Worked with the BID to provide information and resource referrals for small businesses and others so that they are 

able to do what they can to be able to return once permitted 

Partnered with the BID and the Sidgmore Family Foundation (“Foundation”) to bring an innovative “Pay Half” 

program to our downtown. The program, funded entirely by the Foundation, selected Westbury‟s downtown to offer 

discounted meals for patrons to assist in driving business to our open food establishments and helping them stay afloat 

Worked with Westbury Arts to design a modified a Summer Arts Program  

Currently working with Westbury Arts for a modified concert series, maybe replacing the in-person concerts at the 

Piazza with several drive-in concerts – information to follow 

Participated in information dissemination with the Fire Department and Westbury School District about community 

impacts and resources 

Worked with our partners in government (state, county, town and local) to coordinate efforts and resources 

We‟ve been constantly updating our residents through the use of mailings, almost daily Facebook posts, updates to our 

website, several 311 telephone calls and frequent email blasts. Residents who want the most up-to-date information should 

join our blast email list. If you have not already done so, please email your email address to 

clerksoffice@villageofwestbury.org, and we will add you to our distribution 

We have asked the Governor to allow our tax payments (due in June) to have an additional 21-day grace period before 

interest and penalties start – we are waiting for the Governor‟s response to that request 

Unfortunately, we expect that a number of the usual Westbury summer activities (like feasts and other events) may be 

cancelled, but we will be working with many of our local organizations to facilitate events that are possible, so that the 

summer months continue to have actual and virtual activities of interest. 

As the public health crisis continues, and eventually lifts, we ask that you continue to take note of all of the advisories 

issued by the State and other public health authorities, and observe all prudent advisories as to how to go about your 

personal business, including social distancing, wearing masks and gloves when out in public. 

We are confident that once the cloud of Covid-19 lifts, we will be able to resume, in the years ahead, our positive 

community trajectory.  

We thank our doctors, nurses and other health workers, as well as our police, fire and safety personnel, our 

sanitation workers, our delivery men and women and our grocery workers, and everyone else who have worked 

tirelessly through this crisis to maintain our essential services and community.  

COVID-19 UPDATE 
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VILLAGE BOARD OF  TRUSTEES 

Mayor Peter I. Cavallaro 
Trustee/1st Deputy Mayor Steven L. Corte 

Trustee/2nd Deputy Mayor  Beaumont Jefferson 
Trustee William B. Wise 

Trustee Vincent Abbattillo 

INDEX FOR VILLAGE OF WESTBURY SERVICE 

VILLAGE HALL  
235 Lincoln Place  

Westbury, NY 11590  

Tel: 334-1700  Fax: 334-7563   

Hours: 9:00 AM – 4:30 PM   
 

Mayor Peter I. Cavallaro 

Village Clerk Robert Juliano 

Deputy Village Clerk/Treasurer Lina Cesare 

Village Attorney Anna Vikse 
 

Village Justices  Thomas F. Liotti 

  Elizabeth D. Pessala 

Buildings Department  (Fax: 334-7388) 

       William Mello, Senior Building Inspector 

    HOT LINE 333-1869 

Westbury Water District 333-0427  

Carle Place Water District (West of Ellison Ave.) 333-0540 

Westbury Fire Department 334-7924 

Carle Place Fire Dept (West of Ellison Ave.) 742-3300 

Auxiliary Police 573-7521 
 

Westbury Post Office 333-3598 

Westbury Library 333-0176 

Westbury B.I.D. 333-2235 

Westbury Chamber of Commerce 338-7200 

Public Works  

500 Dover Street   

Westbury, NY 11590  

Tel: 334-0062  

Hours: 7:00 AM – 3:30 PM   

Phil Fulgieri , Superintendent 

Pasquale Iannucci, Deputy Superintendent 

 
Recreation Department   

357 Rockland Street  

Westbury, NY 11590  

Tel: 334-5560 Fax: 334-1059 

Hours: 9:00 AM – 4:30 PM  

  

Senior Citizens Program  

Westbury Community Center  

360 Post Avenue  

Tel: 334-5886 Fax: 333-7030  

Hours: 8:30 AM – 3:30 PM  

Maureen Droge, Exec. Director  

Andrea Padinha, Asst. Director 

Patricia Lent, Homebound Coord 

***ECRWSS*** 
Postal Patron 

  Village of Westbury 

 235 Lincoln Place 

 Westbury, New York 11590 

DO NOT DISCARD 

CONTAINS  IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR WESTBURY VILLAGERS 

Newsletter/Web Site Editor Raymond Muntz 

Visit us on the Web at www.villageofwestbury.org or look for our Facebook page 

Summer 2020 


